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2018 Vp Illness Counts
 Traceback Objectives
Records as Evidence
Commercial Traceback
Non-commercial/Recreational Traceback

What We’ll Cover
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2018 Vp Illness Counts

Lab-confirmed cases who 
reported eating shellfish

Oyster-related cases possibly 
from WA growing area

Non-commercial and 
recreational cases

WA – ~200 Single-source – 44 26

Other States – 103 Multi-source – 93
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Out-of-State Vp Illnesses
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Total Vibrio Illnesses from Oyster Consumption
(Attributed to WA State Growing Areas by Year)
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Other Vibrio Illnesses

• Grimontia hollisae
• 1 case possibly from undercooked/unopened clam.

• Pseudomonas aeruginosa
• 1 case possibly from shucked oysters.

• Vibrio cincinnatiensis
• 1 case (MN) from raw shellstock (large MS).

• Vp/Vibrio fluvialis
• Co-infection. 1 case (MN) from raw shellstock (large MS).

• Vibrio alginolyticus, Vibrio mimicus
• 2 cases (wound and ear infection) from exposure to 

recreational water.
• Vibrio Vulnificus

• 1 case with exposure to OR recreational water.
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 Identify illness source
Close growing area 
Remove product from market

PREVENT FURTHER ILLNESS

Traceback Objectives
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Route of Infection vs. Traceback

Adapted from CDC

Harvest



Washington State Department of Health | 9

 Tag collection is just the beginning…
Accurate records are key to tracing back shellfish to 

original source.
Documents the distribution through the supply chain 

for product implicated in illness investigation.
Provide evidence to support public health and 

regulatory decisions.
Support decision to recall and remove product from 

distribution.

Records as Evidence
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Retail Food Service Dealer/Grower Growing Area
Determine source:
• Tags/Invoices
• Shipping Records
• Transaction 

Documents
• Harvest Records

Collect tags/invoices 
based on exposure

Identify shipments and 
involved dealers

Post-harvest abuse 
identified?

Take action!

Commercial Traceback Process
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New tagging requirements (effective January 2020):
o “RETAILERS: DATE WHEN LAST SHELLFISH FROM THIS CONTAINER 

SOLD OR SERVED (INSERT DATE) ___________”
o This can be listed on the front or the back.
o If looking at as part of investigation, make sure to check the back 

of the tag and provide that date – copies of front and back, 
rewrite in permanent marker on front of tag, other options.

Traceback for Commercial Illnesses – Retail
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Have tags/invoices, EH report/notes, and other 
information about retailer from LHJ

Next Steps:
o Review tags with epi information – try to eliminate 

some
o Send out-of-state tags to other state shellfish 

authority
o If tags were collected in response to an out-of-

state case, send tags, EH notes, and completed 
COVIS section 5.

Traceback for Commercial Illnesses
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COVIS Section 5
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Start working backwards:
o Contact product distributor, shellfish dealers, and growers for 

records.
o What records are collected depends on the details of the 

case:

Distributor Dealer Grower
Invoices of 
product shipped 
to retail (if not 
provided by 
retailer)

No temperature 
logs (unless 
shellfish has been 
stored > 24 hours)

Invoices and 
shipping/sales 
records

Original tags (if re-
tagged)
No temperature 
logs (unless 
shellfish has been 
stored > 24 hours)

Invoices and 
shipping/sales 
records

Harvest Records
Storage 
temperature and 
thermometer 
calibration logs

Traceback for Commercial Illnesses – Dealer/Grower
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Sufficient and accurate records will allow shellstock
to be traced back to:
o Growing area
o Date(s) of harvest
o Date and location of wet storage
o Single harvester, group of harvesters, or tribal 

harvest

Traceback for Commercial Illnesses – Dealer/Grower
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Example - Dealer Tag
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Example – Dealer Bulk Tag
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Example – Harvester Bulk Tag
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 Invoice
Bill of Lading
Manifest
 Includes:

1. Shipping dealer’s name, address, and certification 
number

2. Major consignee’s name and address
3. Kind and quantity of product

Shipping Records
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Example - Product Invoice
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Example – Product Invoice

Shellfish Dealer A
California Address

Shellfish Dealer B
California Address
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Example - Bill of Lading

Shellfish Grower
Washington Address
WA-0000-SS

Shellfish Dealer B
California Address
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 Attempting to determine if illness is caused by growing area 
water or other issue

 Identifying post-harvest abuse during traceback

What constitutes post-harvest abuse for vibrio?

o Cold holding temperatures
o Cross-contamination
o Improper storage and handling
o Commingling of live and dead shellfish

Commercial Traceback Process
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Vibrio Closure Tiers

2 to 4 in 30 days Tier 1
Determine extent of issue and 
confirm compliance with Vp

management plan.

5 to 10 in 30 days

Tier 2 Close for a minimum of 14 days.

2 to 3 in 1 day

11 or more in 30 days

Tier 3 Close for a minimum of 21 days 
and sample before reopening.

4 or more in 1 day

Track the 
number 
of cases

NUMBER OF CASES TIER ACTION
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Vibrio Traceback: WA Exposures Only

Case #1 Reported: MN resident w/ confirmed Vp; 1/3 ill; ate raw oysters at King County restaurant 
on 7/7; HH Special (only 1 oyster variety).

EH request sent: inspection completed same day and tags received. 

DOH shellfish investigation completed.

Case #2 reported: Kitsap County resident w/ probable Vp; ate raw oysters at local restaurant on 7/6; 
no variety or menu item specified. 

EH Inspection completed 7/26. Tags received 7/27.
Shellfish company contacted regarding case and potential closure.

Case #2 Illness Confirmed as Vp.

Northern portion of growing area closed for 14 days. All companies harvesting there contacted. No 
product recall. 

Oyster harvest date.7/1

7/13

7/16

7/18

7/26

7/27

7/31

8/1

Oyster harvest date.
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Vibrio Traceback: Out-of-state Exposures

Case #1 reported: AK resident w/ confirmed Vp; ate raw oysters at AK restaurant on 8/7. Details of 
EH visit and tags provided with report.

DOH shellfish investigation completed. 

Case #3 reported: WA resident w/ confirmed Vp; purchase raw oysters at AK retailer and ate 8/10 & 
8/11. Details of EH visit and tags provided with report. 

Oyster harvest date.Oyster harvest date.

8/21

8/23

9/4

9/5

8/2

Case #2 reported: CA resident w/ confirmed Vp; ate raw oysters at same AK restaurant on 8/6. 
Details of EH visit and tags provided with report. Growing area closed.
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Require accurate reporting of where shellfish came from
Collect all information available and track illness numbers
Notify county staff of illnesses associated with recreational 

beaches
Work with WDFW to close recreational beaches if necessary

Traceback for Non-commercial Illnesses



@WADeptHealth

360.236.3303  erika.atherly@doh.wa.gov

Erika Atherly
Illness Prevention Coordinator

Shellfish Licensing & Certification

Questions?

mailto:Erika.Atherly@doh.wa.gov


Washington State Department of Health is committed to providing customers with forms
and publications in appropriate alternate formats. Requests can be made by calling

800-525-0127 or by email at civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. TTY users dial 711.
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