INTERNATIONAL HEALTH COMMITTEE

Laundry Facilities for Orphanage

Chipole, Tanzania

The Second Annual IHC Silent Auction was held at the WSEHA AEC in May 2002. The conference will be held in Olympia at the West Coast Hotel and the theme of the conference was "protecting children". With this theme in mind, the IHC selected a proposal from an orphanage in Chipole, Tanzania as the recipient of the funds from the spring 2002 event. The Chipole orphanage is located in SE Tanzania and has been home to approximately 35 – 40 orphans from AIDS-affected families. The children had a home at the orphanage until age 3 when they were placed back in the village setting with extended ‘family’. The morbidity and mortality of these children was unacceptably high and access to formal education was very low. The managers of the orphanage proposed to extend residence to age 6 to improve health and educational outcomes but this would double the number of occupants and the workload for the staff. The request from the managers to the IHC was for a washer and dryer for their laundry facility to help lessen the workload and allow them to expand their capacity without the cost of the staff time to hand wash all the laundry. 

The orphanage is run by a group of Tanzanian Benedictine nuns who do everything from raising and preparing the food that is served to building and maintaining the facilities and providing all services.  They also farm the 300 acres around the orphanage, as well as run a 30-bed dispensary for the orphanage and for five surrounding villages with a combined population of 50,000, as well as an elementary, secondary and trade school.

