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2014 WSEHA International Health Committee Silent Auction 

Submitted by Ross Lytle, IHC Chair 
 

The WSEHA International Health Committee continued what has become a tra-
dition at the Annual Education Conference tradition – the Silent Auction to sup-
port the efforts of world relief organizations to improve environmental health 
and sanitation in developing regions of the world. 

This year’s chosen recipient was Water 1st International.  This was the IHC’s 
second partnering with Water 1st International.  Water 1st was our featured pro-
ject at the 2007 AEC, held as a part of the Joint Conference on Health in 
Yakima.  Their focus project back then was providing safe water supplies for 
people in the Sunderban region of eastern India. 

 
At this year’s AEC, the Silent Auction raised $1,500.00 for Water 
First’s projects. Water First’s current focus involves their ongoing 
efforts to establish community water points that connect to public 
water supply pipelines in urban slum environments in Dhaka and 
Chittagong, Bangladesh, as well as providing options for commu-
nity toilets.  Community-mapping exercises identify sites for new 
water points and toilets, with the goal of providing full water sup-
ply and toilet coverage in a defined area of the slum.  
 

The goal was to provide a community of 25-60 with a toilet and household water supply in Dhaka and 
Chittagong.  Portions of the generated funds will contribute to construction costs, hygiene education, 
and community training and organization. 
 
More information on this and other projects may be found on their website at http://water1st.org  

 

Thank you for 
coming to the 

Annual  
Educational  
Conference! 

The following Board positions are open: 
 President Elect 
 Northwest Regional VP 
 Eastern Regional VP 

 
Remember, our association could not exist without our volun-
teers. If you are interested in being on the Board, contact 
Kerri Wagner at kerri@wseha.org or (360) 738-8946. 

http://water1st.org
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Next Newsletter Deadline: 
 

Friday, August 29, 2014 

The Washington State Environmental Health Association News-

letter is the official publication of WSEHA. Membership in 

WSEHA includes a subscription to the newsletter. Manuscripts 

for publication must be type-written and submitted via e-mail to 

kerri@wseha.org, or on a computer disk mailed to WSEHA at 

the address above. Membership in WSEHA is not required for 

acceptance of articles in the newsletter. 

 

Opinions expressed in articles published in the WSEHA newslet-

ter should not be accepted necessarily as statements of policy or 

opinions of WSEHA. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: WSEHA Office Location and Contact Information 
 

103 Sea Pines Lane, Bellingham, WA 98229-9363 
Website: www.wseha.org 

Phone (360) 738-8946, Fax (360) 738-8949 
Kerri Wagner, Executive Secretary, kerri@wseha.org 

 

 
WSEHA Board of Directors 

 
President- Michael Baker 

(509) 397-6280  
Michael.Baker@whitmancounty.net 

 
President Elect - (Vacant 

 
Immediate Past President—Kay Massong  

(360) 867-2571  
MassonK@co.thurston.wa.us  

 
Secretary - Ross Lytle  

(360) 337-5677  
Ross.Lyle@kitsappublichealth.org 

 
Treasurer - Jesse Smith  

(360) 414-5599 x6442 
SmithJ@co.cowlitz.wa.us 

 
Central Regional Vice President - James Rivard  

(509) 962-7005 
James.Rivard@co.kittitas.wa.us 

 
Eastern Regional Vice President - (Vacant) 

 
Northwest Regional Vice President - (Vacant) 

 
Olympic Regional Vice President - Jodie Holdcroft  

(360) 337-5629 
Jodie.Holdcroft@kitsappublichealth.org 

 
Southwest Regional Vice President - Michael Vinatieri 

mvinatieri@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

WSEHA Committee Chairs 
 

International Health Committee - Ross Lytle  
(360) 337-5677  

Ross.Lytle@kitsappublichealth.org 
 

Nominations and Awards Committee - Joe Graham 
(360) 236-3305 

Joe.Graham@doh.wa.gov 
 

Education Committee—Lauren Brinker 
(206) 263-8433 

Lauren.Brinker@kingcounty.gov 
 

Publications Committee—Megan McNelly 
(360) 875-9356 

mmcnelly@co.pacific.wa.us 

JOB POSTINGS 
 

Did you know job openings are on the WSEHA website?  
http://www.wseha.org/professional-development/job-postings/ 
 
If you have a job related to environmental health that you would 
like posted on our website, please email our Executive Secre-
tary with the job title, closing date, job description and application 
information (or a simple link to the job announcement will do). 
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President’s Message 

With all honesty, I was a 
little more than hesitant to 
write this article for the 
WSEHA newsletter. The 
first message from the in-
coming President has al-
ways seemed like a big 
deal to me. For some, it is 
the first time you will have 
heard anything from me. I 

want to make sure I leave a good impres-
sion. For others, the message is a way to 
see what the President views as important 
with the Association and helps to identify the 
direction the Association will be taking in the 
upcoming year.  I want to make sure I state 
a clear vision. Still others are waiting to 
make any kind of decision until they read 
this article. I am hopeful I can keep their at-
tention for the duration of the article.  
 
First, let me give a brief paragraph as a way 
of introduction for those I haven’t had a 
chance to meet yet. I am currently the Direc-
tor of the Whitman County Environmental 
Health Department. For those of you that 
didn’t know, Whitman County is the home to 
Washington State University (GO COUGS!). 
I have been the Director since 2008, and 
with county since 2003. Starting out as an 
entry-level food inspector, I quickly became 
intrigued with the way environmental health 
and public health interact with the public 
through regulations and education. As I re-
ceived more training and education I was 
able to change my position from food in-
spector to generalist. At this point I was 
hooked. Eleven years later, here I am.  
 
Here in Whitman County, all environmental 
health staff are now generalists. This is one 
of the reasons why I originally became inter-
ested in WSEHA and support all environ-
mental health specialists and technicians to 
be involved with the Association. There is no 
better resource for information and profes-
sional requirements in the state. Either di-
rectly or through partnerships, WSEHA pro-
vides some of the best values in training and 
training opportunities. This is especially im-

portant in a rural community where access to 
training can be limited. Being a part of the Wash-
ington State Environmental Health Association 
has been one of the most rewarding experiences 
of my career.  You cannot beat the Association in 
terms of professional development and individual 
growth. 
 
The key issue that I want to address as the 
WSEHA President this year is the strengthening 
of partnerships. This is not limited to our 
“traditional” partners, but to those that can be 
(and should be) strong supporters of the work we 
do. Local health jurisdictions, federal agencies, 
agencies in Washington State, professional as-
sociations, and industry leaders are all targeted 
for outreach to “reintroduce” WSEHA and the 
benefits of improving the partnerships. WSEHA 
has started by reconnecting with WSALPHO. Re-
cent changes to WSALPHO has resulted in a 
change of membership and direction and a com-
mitment to support 
our members. Addi-
tionally, Mike Vinatieri 
has been working 
with industry and ser-
vice providers to 
share knowledge and 
resources to offer additional trainings for mem-
bers.  As we strengthen these partnerships, I will 
be sure to share the results with everyone. 
 
I will end this article and all upcoming articles 
with a final request: Become involved with the 
Washington State Environmental Health Asso-
ciation. We are a volunteer organization that 
seeks to serve the needs of our members. We 
cannot do this without a commitment from our 
members. There are many opportunities to utilize 
your strengths, or to assist in developing new 
ones. Please feel free to contact me, your Re-
gional Vice President, or our Executive Secretary 
Kerri Wagner for additional information.     
 
Thanks for reading.  
 
Respectfully, 
~Michael Baker 

“The key issue that  
I want to address  
as the WSEHA    
President this year  
is the strengthening 
of partnerships.”  
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Post 2014 AEC Update 

Submitted by Michael Baker, AEC Chair 
 

Based on early feedback from WSEHA members, speakers and presenters, conference ven-
dors, and attendees, the 2014 Washington State Environmental Health Association Annual Edu-
cational Conference was a success.  Not too bad for an organization that was seriously consid-
ering closing the doors just a couple of years ago.  
 
Before I go any further, let me be sure to thank everyone that 
put in the work (those you were able to see at the conference 
and those that put in many hours behind the scene to make 
sure the conference went as smoothly as it did). There were 
a ton of people that helped in numerous ways (and if I forget 
someone, please forgive me). Lauren Brinker (Public Health-
Seattle & King County) did an amazing job of coordinating 
her team and getting abstracts together and tweaking the fi-
nal scheduling.  Even with the delay in receiving some of the 
abstracts, she was able to pull everything together. Megan 
McNelly (Pacific County) coordinated with everyone on the 
committee to make sure that the programs that went to the 
publisher were the most up to date as humanly possible. 
The amount of last minute changes that had a snowballing 
impact was truly amazing. Kathy Pierson (Snohomish 
County) was able to single handedly manage the group of moderators that helped with each 
session. Even when others weren’t able to help as originally schedule (myself included), she had 
a backup plan ready to go. Chuck Treser (University of Washington) was once again able to get 
a group of Environmental Health students interested in attending and helping out with the con-
ference. As the students are very likely the future of the profession, it is good to see their energy 
and excitement. Once again, Mark Toy (Washington State Department of Health) and Ned 
Therien (Washington State Board of Health) were able to work with the Great Wolf Lodge to en-
sure that things went smoothly during the conference.  Mark was also responsible to arranging 
the evening’s entertainment, which was very well received!  Dick Pedlar (Washington State De-
partment of Health-Retired), Lynn Schneider (Washington State Department of Health), and 
Gary Holt (Washington State Department of Health) did an outstanding job of coordinating with 
speakers to make sure their presentation went smoothly and coordinated with all the moderators 
to make sure everyone stayed on schedule. Mike Vinatieri (WSEHA Board and AEC Co-Chair) 
and Bill Angel (Whatcom County) were responsible for the great response from vendors at the 
conference. Once again, the vendors were pleased with the turnout and participation and as a 
result will like to return again to the next AEC. Ross Lytle (Kitsap County) was able to manage 
the Silent Auction/International Health Committee and had a great turn out. He was able to raise 
$1,500 for Water First. The great tote bags that everyone received were a result of the work of 
Sally Waters (Island County). I know I’ve used mine a couple of times already. And last, but by 
no means least, Kerri Wagner (WSEHA Executive Secretary). For the 2014 AEC, the role of the 
Executive Secretary was greatly expanded. While the program guide may have listed me as the 
AEC Chair, it was Kerri that made it all happen. Her value to WSEHA cannot be overstated, and 
neither can our appreciation.      
       Continued on the next page... 

The 2014 Annual Educational Conference 
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Post 2014 AEC Update Continued 

continued from page 4 

 
This year, as in the past, WSEHA received a great amount of support from the Washington State De-
partment of Health. Maryanne Guichard (Assistant Secretary of Environmental Public Health) partici-
pated in committee work and provided valuable feedback. Additionally, Maryanne was able to give 
support in the form of encouraging staff to become presenters and provide resources. Maryanne was 
also able serve as a presenter and moderator, so her expertise was doubly appreciated.      
 
One of the underlying goals of the 2014 AEC was to highlight the ways that the environmental health 
profession (and the professionals) are changing.  The new track of “The Politics and Policies of Envi-
ronmental Health”, co-sponsored by the Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials 

(WSALPHO), highlighted the way the legislature impacts the way we perform 
our daily responsibilities. Senator Fraser, Representative Fitzgibbon, Dr. Bob 
Crittenden, Drew Bouton, Denise Clifford, and Bill Clarke were able to share 
their respective experiences. Additionally, Jefferson Ketchel (WSALPHO 
President and Grant County) added the local public health perspective.  
Based on the positive feedback received, it looks like this will be a track that 
is continued and possibly expanded. 
 
This year, the awards presentation took a little dif-
ferent turn as the WSEHA Board recognized two 
key and long-time supporters of the Association. 
Ned Therien and Dick Pedlar were recognized for 
the outstanding dedication to WSEHA as well as the 
environmental public health profession in general. 
For the Board, this was one of the easiest votes to 
cast. Both Dick and Ned leave a legacy that will be 
very difficult for someone to step in to. I do not envy 
the person that is selected to fill those shoes.    

 
Believe it or not, we are already planning for the possibility of an AEC next 
year. The results from the AEC Evaluation Form indicated that the attendees 
of the 2014 conference would prefer to have a conference every year, and 
not on a two year cycle. This is a change for the survey results of 2013. In 
2013, the results were nearly 50/50 on a yearly versus an every other year 
AEC. On a nearly 2-to-1 ratio, 2014 AEC attendees felt an annual confer-
ence is the best way to move forward. The only way this that this can happen 
is with member support. Volunteers are currently being recruited to fill many 
of the positions that are needed to make the AEC happen. If you would like to see a 2015 AEC, 
please feel free to contact me or Kerri Wagner.        
 
Finally, it was great to see the entire WSEHA Board at this year’s conference. I do not think you will 
see a more dedicated group of environmental public health professionals anywhere. I would highly 
recommend to anyone interested in serving in the Association. There are many leadership, suppor-
tive, and creative ways that you can choose to help. Besides the obvious benefits of professional de-
velopment, the chance to work with and learn from some great people in various stages of their envi-
ronmental public health is one that shouldn’t be overlooked.     
 
Thank you again to all the volunteers that went above and beyond the call during this Annual Educa-
tional Conference. I think you will agree that their efforts showed in the final product!  

Ned Therien, WSEHA Policy Com-
mittee Chair, a past WSEHA Presi-

dent, a past AEC Chair, a past 

Environmental Health Specialist of 
the Year Award recipient, a past 

Jack B Hatlen Inspirational Award 

recipient, and soon to be retiring 
from State Board of Health. 

Richard Pedlar, also known as Oh 
Bee Juan, multiple AEC Audio/

Visual Committee Chair, past 

WSEHA Webmaster, past Jack B 
Hatlen Inspirational Award recipi-

ent, and retired last year from 

Washington State Department of 
Health , Office of Drinking Water. 
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2014 Cind M. Treser Memorial Scholarship Recipients  

The Cind M. Treser Memorial Student Scholarship program was instituted to provide 

recognition and a financial incentive for undergraduate students majoring in environ-

mental health (or in other life sciences), who have an interest in pursuing a career in 

environmental health in the state of Washington.  The awards were presented at the 

WSEHA 63rd Annual Educational Conference May 12 & 13, 2014 at the Great Wolf 

Lodge in Grand Mound, Washington, to Ella Kuchmiy and Kyoyi Lee. 

   National Environmental Health Association 

         Annual Educational Conference (AEC) 

               & Exhibition 

The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) and the International Federation of Envi-
ronmental Health (IFEH) will be bringing their two annual conferences together to exciting Las Vegas, 
July 7-10, 2014. This unique event will highlight environmental health issues and solutions from around 
the world! 

Online registration for the 2014 AEC in Las Vegas is now closed, but don’t worry...you can still participate by: 
 1) Registering on-site in Las Vegas 
 2) Registering for the Virtual AEC  to view recorded session from your home or office via the Internet  
                  from anywhere in the world. Sessions will be available about two weeks after the conclusion of the 
                  2014 AEC. 

The NEHA/IFEH event will be held at The Cosmopolitan Hotel—a luxurious hotel overlooking the Las 
Vegas strip! Discounted room rates will be available starting at $139 USD per night plus taxes and fees. 

Now Available: The NEHA 2014 AEC Brochure 

Sign up for E-alerts here.  

http://www.neha.org/
http://www.ifeh.org/
http://www.ifeh.org/
http://neha2014aec.org/hotel
http://neha2014aec.org/virtual-aec
http://www.cosmopolitanlasvegas.com/
http://www.neha2014aec.org/sites/default/files/u20/AEC_2014_Brochure_WEB.pdf
http://neha2014aec.org/ealerts.html
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2014  

Annual  

Educational  

Conference 

 

May 12-13, 2014 
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Great Wolf Lodge 

Grand Mound, WA 
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Thank You to Our AEC Exhibitors and WSEHA Sustaining Members 

Grant County Public Health 


